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A Message from Our Pastor…Connected to Christ  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

C ommitted. Connected.  We are to abide in His words, actions, and love.  When we do this we 
glorify God and “bear much fruit.”  This month as we explore our relationships, our primary 

relationship is with Christ. Our dilemma is that often we get influenced and fall into the trap of how 
the world and culture around us say that relationships should be.  We put relationships with work, 
friends, children, spouses- first.   When we do this though, we often get tired and burnt out in those 
relationships.  As we began our Administrative Council meeting this past week, I asked the question, 
“Where have you had a Jesus sighting?”  Or another way of saying this is where have you spotted 
God at work in your life and relationships this past week or month?   

 At the beginning of the year, I started a gratitude and intercession prayer journal. It was 
nothing fancy- knowing that I could get overwhelmed or feel guilty because I wasn’t doing enough.  It 
is simply a place for me to write down 3 things that I want to thank God for during my day, and 3 
prayers that I have for others that have come up throughout my day.  It is a way for me to abide in 
Christ- to remain connected to Christ- and acknowledge Christ in my daily life.  Amazingly- or not- it 
shouldn’t surprise me…I have seen God at work everyday.  I am reminded of how I am to follow 
Christ, and how it is a daily relationship that I need to refuel and encourage me.  
 I am also reminded of my commitments to Christ that I made in the fall.  I am reminded of 
the disciplines of prayer, Bible reading, worship, witness, giving, and service; and how each of these 
connects me to the vine- in Christ.  There are a lot of things that we can be intentional about in our 
lives, and our relationship with Christ should be the first.  It helps us to not only be intentional in our 
spiritual walk, but also in many other areas of life.  So, where are you abiding with Christ- where are 
you having Jesus sightings?  The joy is that they are all around! 
 

        ~Pastor Beth 

February 2014 

Hope Ridge United Methodist Church 9870 Johnnycake Ridge Road Mentor, OH 44060 

phone:  440.352.2141   email: hopeoffice@hoperidge.com web:  www.hoperidge.com 

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinegrower. He re-
moves every branch in Me that bears no fruit. Every branch 
that bears fruit He prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have 
already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to 
you. Abide in Me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot 
bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you 
unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches. 
Those who abide in Me and I in them bear much fruit, because 
apart from Me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in 

Me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown 
into the fire, and burned. If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask for 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this,  that 
you bear much fruit and become My disciples.  As the Father has loved Me, so I 
have loved you; abide in My love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide 
in My love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in His love. I 
have said these things to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may 
be complete. This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 
you. “      John 15:1-12   (NRSV) 



WELCOME: “Welcoming others into a relationship... 
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The 2014 Hope Ridge Directory is soon to be released this month!  Please 

take one per household, and use it as a valuable tool to identify, connect with, and 
remember names and faces.  We thank all who participated with photos and if any 
information is not correct or needs to be updated throughout the year, please con-
tact the church office at hopeoffice@ hoperidge.com 
 
Note:  Please take a moment to thank Yvonne Oyler for all her time and effort in  
compiling and assembling this book, and Sue Patterson and Karol Ferencak for 
giving of their photography skills.  It’s so exciting to have this done!  Great job! 

Hope Ridge:  A Culture of Connecting 
 

Over the past six months I have been meeting with a team from Hope Ridge brought together to focus 
on how the church is living out the mission to “Make and Mature Disciples.” The group spent a lot of 
time praying and reflecting on this mission and how the church is accomplishing the mission through 
the vision of “Welcome, Worship, Nurture, Send.” Over the course of our gatherings, discussions, and 
conversations with others outside the group we were able to discover some insightful dynamics. 
  
First, Hope Ridge UMC is doing a great job of welcoming people. Parents in Upward basketball pull me 
aside to tell me how welcome they feel by the Hope Ridge “Yellow Shirts” who run hospitality on Satur-
days. The majority of people new to Hope Ridge comment on how impressed they were with the people 
who welcomed them at the door, showed them around the church, and talked with them during or after 
worship. During the nine-week membership class Following Jesus,   Pastor Beth hears how important 
being openly welcomed has been for people getting ready to commit to the church community.  
Sometimes someone approaches me or Pastor Beth asking, “I have this friend who is [fill in the blank]
… Would they be welcome at your church?” It means to world to someone when we can honestly say 
“Yes, they are welcome at Hope Ridge UMC.” Everyone has a desire to belong and it fills me with joy 
that the Christ’s followers at Hope Ridge are meeting that desire. 
  
Second, there is a lot more Hope Ridge UMC can be doing to build connections with people in-between 
the time they visit Hope Ridge for the 1st time and when they decide to participate in “Following Jesus.” 
New people need help getting connected to a community. Most people need an invitation, an opportuni-
ty, an offer to connect and really get to know another person. Overwhelmingly, church research is 
showing that people who do not connect with another person in a meaningful way (finding a common 
interest, doing something together, or taking interest in the other) will eventually stop coming back. 
  
Third, our challenge is creating a “Welcoming Path” that connects people new to the church in a way 
that is simple, visible, and repeatable.  These connections open the door for God to work, for Christ to 
be accepted, for the Holy Spirit to transform a person and get them on a path of following Christ.  The 
group has been inviting people into the conversation and exploration, and I would make the same invi-

tation to all of you! How can you be a part of creating a “Connecting Culture” at Hope Ridge 
UMC? You can keep that hour after worship open and invite someone to lunch after service; 
you can look for one unfamiliar  face once a month and over the course of month get to know 
them; you can invite someone new to get coffee after worship or sit with them next week. 
  
The bottom line is that God has entrusted with his most valuable possession—People!  We will do a lot 
of things this month as a church. We will have great worship service, we will teach children in Sunday 
school; we will finish the Upward Basketball league; we will coordinate groups and studies; we will 
send people out to serve in the community. The common goal of all these opportunities is to connect 
with people so their lives can be transformed by Christ. 
  

Blessings,    Pastor Jon 
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WORSHIP: So that they can worship God,... 

Sunday Services 

 8:30am: Traditional Worship with Communion each Sunday in the Chapel   

10:30am: Family Service in the Worship & Family Life Center (WFLC), with Sunday School for children  

after Children’s Time, except for the first Sunday of the month, which is Family Worship.  Communion is served the 

first Sunday of the month.  DVDs are available at the Info Desk after the 10:30 worship, to share with those who 

were unable to be here. 

 

Sermon Series through March 2:  Relate!   
We will talk about relationships of all kinds,  

but begin with our relationship with God. 
If you miss a Sunday in any sermon series,  

DVD’s are available at the Info Desk.   

 
 Looking ahead:   
  Lent begins on March 5, 
  on Ash Wednesday, with the   
  6-week Lenten Sermon Series 
  Following Jesus...Discover Your Path, 
 through Easter Sunday on April 20.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Family Worship Sundays! 
1st Sunday of the month at 10:30am is Family Worship Sunday, where entire 
families can worship together through song, prayer, scripture, sermon and com-
munion.  The remaining Sundays, Children’s Sunday School resumes as normal 
after Children’s Time.  We have had two Family Worship Sundays so far, and 
would like your feedback.  Please let us know how you’re enjoying this family 
time and if there is anything that could be added to improve your experience. 

A Note from Tom 
 
Hello Hope Ridge Congregation,   
One of the most interesting data points from recent surveys, is the variety of musical interests 
from our congregation.  I make the assumption that this holds true for both sacred and secular 
music.  If you have not heard your favorite hymn or praise song lately, I would like to in-
vite you to send me an email with your suggestions; musicdirector@hoperidge.com   
Also, please feel free to send any music suggestions, comments, or questions to this email ad-
dress.  Thank you!  ~Tom Dingeldein 

Experience Faith and Fun at Summer Church Camp  
Have you taken a look at all East Ohio Methodist Camps have to offer this summer?  
Camp registration newspapers are available  at the Info Desk, hanging on the bulletin board in 
the Youth Room,  or at EOCSummercamps.org.   Camp workers are also needed– look to the Com-
munity Bulletin Board near the Connection Corner for info.  Check out these Camp Previews too: 
Camp Asbury, near Hiram: Sunday, March 30, 2-6pm.  Camp Asbury is close to Pastor Beth’s 
heart. She was a camper and  a counselor there!  
Camp Wanake: Saturday April 12, 2-6 pm with Egg Hunt  
Camp Aldersgate:  Call 1-866-627-4369 to schedule and appointment. 

mailto:musicdirector@hoperidge.com


NURTURE: Be Nurtured by the Holy Spirit and one another,... 
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 Do you ever need to get away from the secular world for a couple days? Would you like to spend a few days 

just praising God?  Are you ready to step up your Spiritual Journey? If so participating in the Spring Emmaus Walks may 

be what you are seeking.  Now is the time to start thinking, praying and planning on attending this awesome event. I 

don't know of anyone that has not been truly renewed from this experience.  You will need a sponsor and there are 

several people at Hope Ridge that have been on the walk and would be blessed to sponsor you.  . If you have questions 

you can contact Maggie Gruss at 440-823-2279 or maggiegruss@att.net.     
 Women's Emmaus Walk—April 10th - 13th, last date to register-March 28th 

Men's Emmaus Walk— April 4th - 6th, last date to register-March 1st.   

HOPE RIDGE BOOK CLUB @ 7pm 
Meet Monday, February 24 to discuss  
The Outliers:  The Story of Success  

by Malcolm Gladwell 
 

Then for March... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Time Keeper By Mitch Albom 
Monday, March 24 Book Club 

All are welcome to join!  

Parent’s Night Out 
As a part of the sermon series on how to 
Relate! Hope Ridge is offering a "Parent's 
Night Out,” as an opportunity for moms and 
dads to be able to take time to be together 
or with friends, Fri, Feb 14 from 5-9pm.  If 
you are interested in helping with this event 
OR if you would like to bring your children 
and enjoy a quiet night out (or in!), please 
email soon to hopeoffice@hoperidge.com. 

UMW Upcoming Events: 
Tues, Feb 11, 7:15pm— 

Guest Speaker,  

Melina Bennett from the 

Lake County Community 

Network in the Youth Room. 

Wed, Feb 12, 10am —Valentine card-making in the 

Conference Room. 

Tues, Mar 25, 7:30pm—Guest Speaker, Concord Fire 

Chief Mike Warner, in the Youth Room. 

Fri/Sat May 9/10-  Ten Thousand Villages 

(for more info see page 8) 

Sat May 31—Rummage Sale (see page 5) 

Dave Ramsey’s  

Financial Peace University 
Did you miss the FPU class this fall?  Here’s another opportunity to 

learn how to handle money God’s Way.   

9-week class begins Wednesday, February12. 
See a 30-minute preview in our 

Conference Room on 

Sunday, Feb 9 at 11:45am 

  

Sign up online at daveram-

sey.com.  Material fees are $93 

plus shipping.  The class is free. 

 

Join a Mid-week Study in the Conference Room: 
 
Beginning Tues, March 4 @ 1pm:   
The Shelter of God’s Promises 

The participant book costs $11.50.  Checks payable to Sue 
Nahumck.  Also available with this series is online access to 
each week’s video lesson!  If you miss a week, or cannot 
make the day-time class, please contact the church office at 
hopeoffice@hoperidge.com for the free online access code. 
 



SEND: and be sent out to serve others in Christ’s name.” 
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Coming soon... 
Thurs, Feb 13:  The Western Reserve Early Response Team is holding a training class at Chardon UMC from 5:30-8:00pm to 
teach how to help families recover from flood damage situations.  The class is free and open to all.  If you are interested in this 
helping ministry, please contact Harry Fishleigh for more info, 440.537.0179. 
 

Sun, Feb 16:  Games at Mentor Way—come enjoy the residents of Mentor Way and play some low key card games and visit!  
Meet at 2pm across from Malley’s on Mentor Ave the 3rd Sunday of each month. 

The Hope Chest in Painesville The Hope Chest 

now is in need of  men’s shoes, work boots, and sneakers.  

Please clean off any mud, and replace worn shoelaces.  Dona-

tions can be left in the red wagon outside the Hope Ridge kitch-

en.  No shoes to donate?  A few packages of long shoelaces will 

help.  Hope Chest still needs a strong person with a large vehi-

cle who can volunteer for about 1 hour, once a week, Mon-

Thurs.  We now have a website  http://hopechest.yolasite.com  

and an email address   
HopeChest.Painesville@gmail.com.  Let us know if you can be of help.  

Update:  DR Mission Trip  

After 13 years of faithfully leading teams 

on annual trips to the Dominican Republic 

to teach, serve and build the church, 

school and water system in and near Santi-

ago, Al and Nancy Rattray are taking 2014 

as a time to reflect and say “thank you” for 

all the support in prayers, time,  and dona-

tions from Hope Ridge.  Although they 

will not be making the trip this year, the 

need is still great, and your financial gifts 

will continue to be at work on the projects 

with Rev. Sairy, and used to further God’s 

mission there.  For DR updates, go to 

renewedhopemissions.org 

CONGRATULATIONS!   
After 21 years of service, the Ecumenical 
Shelter Network of Lake County, Inc (DBA 
Project Hope & Families Moving Forward) has 
been recognized as the 2014 Distinguished 
Civic Organization of the Year by the 

Willoughby Rotary Club and many leaders! 

The UMW has set the date! Our famous annual Rummage Sale will be held on Saturday May 31, so mark your calendars 

and start saving good “junque”.  This is the Saturday after Memorial Day.  Donations will not be accepted until May 27.   We’re looking for lots 
of help with the  publicity, set-up, and sorting, cashier-ing, Café/luncheon, and of course clean-up.  We will also need a place to take our un-
sold goods after the sale.  Contact Pat Meyer, if you can help.  Thank you! 

Nancy Rattray with children of the 

Dominican Republic. 

Cinnamon for 

the Dominican  
The Welcoming 

Ministry team contin-

ues to sell  

organic cinnamon with proceeds desig-

nated for the Renewed Hope Missions in the 

Dominican Republic. Organic cinnamon is 

better for you than store bought!  For more 

info on the health benefits of cinnamon, go 

to http://www.organicauthority.com/

health/11-health-benefits-of-cinnamon.html 

 

Stock is located in the basket on the end 

table in the Narthex. $3.50 per bag or 2 for 

$6. Sales are by honor system; place your 

money in the blue box next to basket or see 

Diane Hanford.  

 

Many thanksé. 
 
Thank you from The Lake County Community Network (LCCN) 
Hope Ridge was asked to help at the last minute to fill some orders for Christmas 

gifts and food for the needy here in Lake County.   We supplied Christmas gifts to 

10 children, and 10 complete Christmas dinners for 10 families, including 15 fro-

zen turkeys and hams!  LCCN county-wide assisted with  Christmas gifts to 427 

adults and 422 children, and 230 Christmas dinners.   

 

Thank you to the 13 Hope Ridge volunteers who contributed supplies 

(towels, toothbrushes, combs, clippers, soap, Band aids and money) and their 

time to assemble and ship 35 Health Kits last month to United Methodist Commit-

tee on Relief (UMCOR)! These kits went to Louisiana where they will be  

distributed whenever and wherever a disaster may strike, and be a blessing to 

those in need. 

 

What is a meal train?  Friends going through a  
difficult or challenging time due to a birth, surgery, illness, 
etc., could use some help. Willing congregation members 
would love to meet this need, if they only knew what to do. 
MealTrain.com is a free online meal calendar tool that 
makes planning meals among a wide group easy and less 
stressful.  It can be used for ride assistance and other 
needs, as well as meals. Talk to Sue Patterson, or call her 
at 440-463-0406 to learn how to sign on to the Hope Ridge 
Meal Train, and be notified of different needs in our congre-
gation.   

http://hopeches.yolasite.com/


 
Open Preschool Registration 

has begun for 2014-2015 school year  
and will continue thru Spring at the Hope Ridge Preschool 

until classes are filled.  For more information,  
contact Alice Griffith, Director, at 440-639-881.   

Tell a friend!   
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News Around the Church 

December Report of Our Financial Support  

of the Hope Ridge Community & Ministries 

 
 

Good News And A Great Finish To 2013 - Our offering in December exceeded 
our monthly needs.  As a result of your generosity we were able to pay our full 
Conference apportionments for the month.   We were also able to pay an addi-

tional $1,860 for apportionments as a result of the Dillon Shipman CD sales, 
and $1,924 from the Christmas Eve offering.  Thanks for your generosity!!  

Current Month    Year-To-Date   

       

 Dec Operating Expense Needs $33,710   YTD Operating Expense Needs $375,212 

 Dec Apportionment Needs 2,774   YTD Apportionment Needs 33,288 

    Total Offering Needs  $36,484      Total Offering Needs  $408,500 

       

 Offerings Dec 1-31, 2013 $44,075   YTD Offerings thru Dec 31 $383,137 

  Spring To-Do List 
There are many things to  maintain in our large church home.   

Do you have the knowledge or time to help complete some of these projects?   

If so, please contact Fred Dingeldein, 440-725-5598 for more info.  Thanks! 

 

Parsonage Work List  
ß Replace kitchen sink 

 

Church Work List  
ß Clean tile and grout in café 

ß Tuck point the chimneys and replace crown 

ß Tuck point the extension of the fire wall above the roof line 

ß Clean return air duct screens throughout the church (chapel for sure) 

ß Remove dead bushes 

ß Put a light in the Church Secretaries closet 

ß Replace burned out bulbs in outside fixtures  

ß Install child toilet in preschool and between Toddler Room and Nursery 

ß Take an inventory of the church contents ( several people needed ) 

ß Work on Chapel doors (green ones) so they close 

ß Work on Chapel emergency door so it closes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the date:   
In case you missed the last 

one,  the next  

Planned Giving 

Seminar  
will be offered  

Wed, May 7, 6-8pm.  

It’s and interesting,  

informative, and  

educational evening! 



OCTOBER CELEBRATIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
  

   5 Ben Cudzillo 

 Joe Kallay 

     10 Janine Zampini 

  11 Derek Bittinger 

 Lorie Simer 

  13 Tim Egensperger 

 Gary McConnell 

  19 Michael Meunier 

 Gillian Mowry 

  22 Laurie Smith 

 Tammy Thayer 

  23 Michael Zampini 

  27 Gary Darr 

 Leah Ferencak 

  28 Susan Agnew 

 

 ANNIVERSARIES 
14 Ken and Jennifer Eshler 
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Bible Readings  Supporting the themes of the sermons. 

Invitations from Mentor UMC... 
Hope Ridge friends are welcome to attend and participate in the following events at  

Mentor United Methodist Church, 8600 Mentor Ave., Mentor, OH 
 

 
 

A RETREAT:  Walking God’s Path: Named, Claimed, Never the Same —This women’s retreat hosted 

by Mentor UMW will be held Fri, Feb 21 and Sat, Feb 22 at the Twinsburg Hilton Garden Inn.   Register now.    
Get registration forms and additional details about these opportunities at the Info Desk today! 

 

 
A FUNDRAISER:  A member of Mentor UMC, Scott Sears, is in need of a kidney transplant.  His wife, Brenda,  

is a match and can donate one of hers, but they will both be off work for a period of time.  MUMC is helping to  
offset their expenses by inviting all to participate in several ways: 
1. Attend the Pasta Dinner, silent auction, and live entertainment on Sat, Feb 8 from 5-9pm at MUMC. 
2. Donate a basket of items for the silent auction, contact Al Pacosky, apacosky@sbcglobal.net 
3. Donate online:  http://www.giveforward.com/fundraiser/dps3/scott-sears-kidney-transplant-fund 

 

And from Painesville UMC... 
Friday, February 21, 2014 at 7:30p.m., nationally known concert organist Todd Wilson will 

recreate the silent film experience by providing organ accompaniment to the 1928 silent film 

“Speedy”.   This is a free event should be a lot of fun. All are welcome! 

  February 

 
 

Series: Relate!  

 

Week 1: God and You 

Jan. 26- Genesis 1:26-31 

Jan. 27- Isaiah 49:1-7 

Jan. 28- Jeremiah 29: 10-14 

Jan. 29- Colossians 3:1-10 

Jan. 30- Luke 10: 38-42  

Jan. 31- John 15: 1-12 

Feb. 1- Romans 5: 16-21 

  

Week 2: Connecting you/others 

Feb. 2- Romans 8: 31-39 

Feb. 3- John 15: 12-17 

Feb. 4- 1 Samuel 18: 1-4 

Feb. 5- Ruth 1: 1-18 

Feb. 6- Ecclesiastes 4: 9-12 

Feb. 7- John 15: 5-8 

Feb. 8- Hebrews 13:1-3 

 

Week 3: The Intimate Connection 

Feb.9- Ecclesiastes 4:9-12  

Feb.10- Romans 12: 1-18 

Feb. 11- 1 John 4: 7-16 

Feb. 12- Philippians 2: 1-11 

Feb. 13- Matthew 22: 35-40 

Feb. 14- John 2: 1-11 

Feb. 15- Philippians 4: 4-9 

 

Week 4: You and Family 

Feb.16-  Colossians 3: 1-17 

Feb. 17-1 Corinthians 13 

Feb. 18- 1 John 3: 11-24 

Feb. 19- Matthew 5: 1-16 

Feb. 20- Ephesians 3: 14-21 

Feb. 21-Matthew 7: 24-29 

Feb. 22-Matthew 22: 35-40 

 

Week 5: God, you, and the World 

Feb. 23- Matthew 28:16-20 

Feb. 24- Galatians 6:7-15 

Feb. 25- 2 Corinthians 5:11-21 

Feb. 26- Luke 24: 1-12 

Feb. 27- Luke 24: 13-53 

Feb. 28- Acts 1: 6-9 

Mar. 1- John 15:1-27 
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HOPE RIDGE 

UNITED METHODIST  

CHURCH 
9870 Johnnycake Ridge Rd. 

Mentor, OH 44060 
 

Phone: 440-352-2141 

Fax: 440-639-2405 
hopeoffice@hoperidge.com 

 

Rev. Beth Wilterdink, pastor 
pastorbeth@hoperidge.com 

Rev. Jon Wilterdink,  pastor 
 pastorjon@hoperidge.com 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

MondayñThursday: 9am ð3pm 

Friday: 9am ðnoon  

Office closed Dec 23-Jan 2 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Save the Dates! 

Friday, May 9 and Saturday, May 10  

Hope Ridge is once again hosting a gift boutique to benefit  

Ten Thousand Villages, an international fair trade  

organization.  The boutique will be held in the conference 

room and will offer lovely, quirky, and useful items  

purchased at a fair price from artisans from around the 

world.  More information will become available as to the 

hours of the sale, but save time on your calendars if you 

want to help with the project.  Also save money in your 

checkbooks to buy unique gifts for graduations, weddings, 

Mother’s Day, and even Christmas.  Please contact Carol 

Benroth, 352-6002 or jncbenroth@msn.com, for more in-

formation. 

Lay Servant Ministry Opportunities 
 
The goal of the Lay Servant Ministries program is to provide  
training opportunities and experiences to help people realize and 
respond to their personal callings. Lay Servant Ministries program 
strives to help disciples become aware of their spiritual gift or gifts 
and then develop skills necessary for the full fruition of these gifts. 
It has aided thousands of church members to be better servants of 
Jesus Christ, to become stronger church family leaders, and to 
more capably assist their pastors 
Registration is underway for three different classes at the  
Lay Servant Ministries Academy, at Middlefield UMC. 
Classes begin Friday, March 21 at 6pm and continue through  
Saturday, March 22, 8am-4pm. 
 
1. BASIC-  First time candidates for Lay Speaking, or those who 

haven’t taken a class in the past 3 years (2010 and prior). 
2. LIVING OUR BELIEFS-THE UNITED METHODIST WAY 
3. TEACHING THAT TRANSFORMS-FACILITATING LIFE 

CHANGE THROUGH ADULT BIBLE TEACHING. 
Let Pastor Beth know if you are interested or for more info.   
Registration forms available in the church office.  Register by 
March 5 for discounts. 

 

mailto:jncbenroth@msn.com

